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Year Five: Autumn Term  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope you had a lovely summer and are ready for another exciting year at The Belham. 

This email will provide you with information about the coming term.  

This term our overarching topic will be ‘The Vikings’. We will be looking at the Viking 

invasion and the events that led up to the Battle of Hastings. As part of this topic we will 

read ‘The Saga of Erik the Viking’ by Terry Jones, exploring various aspects of Viking life 

through the adventures of Erik and his Viking crew.  

We will be looking at the geographical features of Hastings following our visit to Battle 

Abbey, focusing on using directional language, the 8 points of a compass, and describing the 

features on a map.  

English 

Our focus will very much be writing for effect combined with editing. We will continue to 

reinforce the work we have already done on sentence structure, speech punctuation, clause 

punctuation and word classes. We will be considering how authors have developed 

characters and settings and use this knowledge to emulate their narrative style. We will 

continue to learn about a range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs.  

Supporting your child’s learning  

Check your child’s understanding of a text by allowing them to draw inferences from what 

they have read, such as a character’s feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions. 

Encourage them to justify their inferences using evidence from the text. Allow them to 

make predictions about what might happen in a story using details stated and implied. 

Increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional 

stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage and books from other cultures 

and traditions. This can be done in tandem with the reading passport. 

Reading and Homework  

We will continue to be promoting a love of reading and still expect children to be reading 

at home for approximately 20 minutes per night, this should be recorded in their reading 

records (they can record, or you can).  

Maths 

We will continue to work on times tables and number facts. This term we will also look 

at place value, addition and subtraction of whole numbers, multiplication and division and 

graph work.  
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Supporting your child’s mathematical learning at home: 

Provide opportunities for practical mathematics: making, cooking, designing. Allow them to 

handle money including checking change. Practise times tables and number facts –discuss 

patterns or tricks.  

Physical Development & Outside Learning 

It is vital that children have their school PE kit (including trainers) in school (in a draw-string 

bag) with them each week—we suggest that they bring it in on Monday and take it home 

on Friday as often PE lessons may be moved to accommodate other activities.  

Monday – Netball 

Wednesday - Football 

We will also be visiting the school garden on Wednesday, so please ensure that your child 

has suitable footwear (different to their school shoes). The children should arrive at school 

in their wellington boots, as they will go straight to the garden from the playground.  

Trips and Visits 

We will be launching our topic with a visit to Battle Abbey in East Sussex, where we will 

be looking at individuals of influence during the time of the battle, as well as the conflict 

itself. Our trip will be centred on finding out why William the Conqueror won the Battle 

of Hastings in 1066, looking at whether it was down to his skills as a fighter, mistakes made 

by the English or simply Harold’s bad luck! Following our trip, the children will gather what 

they have learnt and present to their class in groups. During Autumn Term 2, the Young 

Shakespeare Company will come and perform Macbeth for Year 5. We will use this to 

launch our next English topic. In December, we will go to the Portrait Gallery to gather 

inspiration for our portrait topic in art. Details can be found on Schools Buddy. 

Key Dates: 

Tuesday 24th September – Battle of Hastings (7.45 arrival at school for a 8:00am departure) 

Friday 1st November – Young Shakespeare Company performance of Macbeth  

Tuesday 3rd December – Trip to National Portrait Gallery 
Wednesday 11th December Christmas Show Year 3 + 5  

 

 

Reminders 

 Please ensure that your child has a labelled water bottle in school.  

 Please ensure that your child has their PE kit in school all week.  

Kind regards,  

The Year 4 Team 

Katie Moore (Calico Class teacher)    
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Ellie Cheele (Denim Class teacher) 

Monique Haase, Monika Kubiak, Sarah Hutchison, (Support Staff)  

 

 


