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     Spring 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to Year Three! We are really excited for the year and have lots of interesting 

topics and trips planned as part of our ‘glittering curriculum’. This letter will give you 

more information about our learning so you can support your children at home. We 

always welcome parent volunteers as it helps us to extend and enrich learning by going 

on school trips. 

This term we are starting off by learning all about The Ancient Greeks, beginning with a 

very exciting Year 3 Greek Day! We will be learning about famous Greeks and their 

influence on our world. As part of our learning we will be visiting the British Museum to 

look at some Ancient Greek artwork. After half term, our topic is Rivers and we will be 

learning about famous rivers and how they impacted on settlements. During this term we 

will be river dipping in Deptford. For more information on our learning, please see the 

topic web.  

Please do keep in touch via our Class Dojo, where we share photos and any information 

you may need. Details of trips can also be found on SchoolsBuddy.  

English 

We are starting the term by listening to the exciting dramas of ‘The Heroes of Troy’. We 

are using an animation and radio version of the tale, told by King Menelaus’ bodyguard, of 

Paris and Helen’s betrayal, resulting in the 10 year war. After, we will be reading 

‘Cinderella of the Nile’, a re-telling of the classic fairy tale which features famous Greek 

story teller Aesop. We will be using both of these texts to develop decoding and 

comprehension skills. We will also use them as an inspiration to write and edit short 

narratives. After half term, we will be reading the novel ‘River Singers’ by Tom 

Moorhouse. We will use this text to look at the skills of inference and also build up the 

children’s vocabulary. We will finish by reading ‘A River’ by Marc Martin to develop our 
knowledge of rivers and the water cycle. This will help us in writing a non-fiction report 

on Rivers.  

Supporting your child’s learning 

Encourage your children with a love of writing. Create writing opportunities by creating 

lists, making a decorative note book or writing a short story for a sibling or friend. We 

often find that the children enjoy planning and writing together. Create a story together 

at bedtime that may continue in instalments over the week and challenge your child to 

adapt it into a comic strip or short story.  

Reading and Homework 

Children will now all be reading either a scheme book (based on their most recent 

reading assessments) or a free reader that will be monitored jointly by school staff and 

parents—please let us know if you have concerns about your child’s book choice.  
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Children should be reading at home for approximately 20 minutes per night, this 

should be recorded in their reading records. Reading records will be monitored weekly 

by teaching staff to ensure that children are reading a range of quality texts. Please ensure 

that your child has their reading book and record with them in school every day. 

Children may choose a book from our collection or one from home.  

Supporting your child’s learning 

Please use these ideas to support your child when reading their books with you at home.   

 Encourage your child to discuss what they have read and seen in books. 

 Ask questions about what has happened/how the character may feel. 

 Discuss with your child the author’s choice of words and description.  

As well as daily reading at home, we will also be continuing with Mathletics, where 

children can work towards bronze, silver and gold certificates, supporting their class 

Maths learning.  

Maths 

In Maths, we are using the ‘Maths – No Problem’ scheme. To begin with we are looking at 

counting in hundreds, tens and ones to 1,000. This will also involve discussing place value, 

comparing and ordering numbers as well as number patterns. We will then focus on 

addition and subtraction. This will involve mental strategies based on number facts and 

move on to the formal written column method. We will finish by looking at word 

problems involving addition and subtraction to 1,000.  

This term our times table focus is the four times table and the eight times table. We 

introduce each times table at the beginning of the term by making it with concrete 

resources. Afterwards we discuss the patterns we can see and use our knowledge of 
other times tables to commit it to memory. We practise our times tables at least once a 

week.  

Supporting your child’s mathematical learning at home: 

  Look for and discuss patterns and similarities in the 4 and 8 times tables  

 Seek opportunities to use applied mathematics: converting recipe ingredients, 

calculating change in shops or calculating journey times 

Physical Development & Outside Learning. 

It is important that children have their school PE kit (including trainers) in school (in a 

draw-string bag) with them each week. Our PE lessons are on Tuesday afternoon and on 

Wednesday afternoon we have dance.  

On Thursdays we will be visiting the garden where we will continue to develop our 

Science learning.  
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Trips  

- Friday 13th September: Year Three Greek Day (in school) 

- Monday 30th September: Year Three Portrait Day (in school) 

- Monday 4th November: River Dipping 

- Friday 29th November: British Museum  

If you are able to help with trips or wish to volunteer so the children can sketch you as 

part of our portrait day, then please contact us. We always welcome your support. 

Reminders 

 Please ensure that your child brings their book bag to school every day.  

 Please ensure that all items of clothing, including PE Kits, are clearly labelled 

with your child’s name. 

 Please ensure your child has their hair tied back and that they are not wearing 

jewellery (beyond simple stud earrings-- if required). 

 Please ensure that your child has a jumper and waterproof jacket in school. 

 

Kind regards,  

 

The Year 3 Team 

    Emily Downing (Corduroy Class Teacher)  

    Arabella Lopez (Tweed Class Teacher) 

 

 


