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            Autumn 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are so excited for the fantastic term ahead and we have been so impressed with how the children 

have settled in to Year 2 so far. 

This email will provide you with information about the coming term. Shortly you will be able to find a 

topic map on the school website outlining the topic areas for learning this term.  

English 

Each day the children will participate in a dedicated spelling, grammar and punctuation session in addition 

to English lessons. During these sessions, children will learn the statutory spelling rules for Year 2, as well 

as revise graphemes and phonemes from Year 1. They will also explore grammatical terminology as well 

as practice a range of punctuation. 

English lessons will be based around core texts. These will provide the children with lots of opportunity 
to develop their comprehension and writing skills. The children will explore characters, settings and be 

encouraged to talk about their opinions of the texts. Each writing session will involve a particular 

grammatical focus and will enable the children to develop fluency and cohesion. 

Reading  

Children will receive a reading book, which can be changed regularly (Monday, Wednesday and Friday).  

Although we will remind children on each of these mornings to place their books in the book tray if they 

need changing, it will be their responsibility to take their books out of their book bags independently.  As 

with all year groups, it is essential the reading takes places regularly with your child throughout the week. 

Your child will receive a reading record for you to record comments in-- please ensure that these are 

dated and signed.  

Supporting your child’s learning 

Please use these ideas to support your child when reading their books with you at home.   

 Encourage your child to discuss what they liked and disliked about the book. 

 Continue to encourage segmenting blending strategies when encountering new words. 

 Ask questions about what has happened/how the character may feel and why/make predictions on 

what will happen next. 

Maths 

Children will also take part in daily Maths lessons. Please see the topic map for the areas of Maths we 

shall be covering this half term.  Also, please note that we are using a new scheme this year called 

‘Maths - No Problem’, which focuses on mastery maths skills. We encourage you to point out patterns 

and connections you find about Maths within your everyday lives and environments, such as when 

walking, shopping, baking and measuring.   

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/uploads/3/8/5/1/38515623/1409327794.png&imgrefurl=http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/&h=76&w=127&tbnid=ZhnlXqUbK0oMFM:&zoom=1&docid=znEwQKtl6Lu87M&ei=wCzSVIy1FO3e7AanyIGIAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CHAQMyhCMEI
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Supporting your child’s mathematical learning at home: 

 Counting in 2s, 3s, 5s and 10s 

 Number bonds to 20. 

 Exploring halves and quarters 

 The 2 and 5 times tables 

 Money 

 Telling the time 

Humanities and Science 

Please see the topic map for specific areas of learning. We will be visiting the Science Garden weekly, both 

classes have slots on a Friday.  As the weather changes, please provide your child with named waterproof 

clothing and wellie boots, as our investigations can sometimes get quite ‘messy’. 

 

Arts and Design 

 

We will be exploring art mainly through our topic – “Inventors and Pioneers.” The children will be focussing 

on artists Leonardo Da Vinci and Harriet Porter and developing their drawing skills. 

 

Music 

 

Music in Year 2 will be taught through recorder lessons this year.  Your child has been given a recorder to 

take home and practise; they need to bring it to school every Thursday for the lesson. We will hold a 

brief meeting on Thursday 3rd October at 2.30pm to share more details of the scheme and provide an 

opportunity to ask questions.  To help your child remember what to practise each week, please look on the 

MUSIC section of the school website where we will put a short list of the pieces they have worked on.  

 

 

Physical Development 

The children will be taking part in outdoor PE focusing on movement and co-ordination every Thursday 

afternoon with a specialist PE coach.  

The children will also be having weekly swimming lessons on Wednesdays. Details of this can be 

found in an email from Mr Turnham sent earlier this month.  

We will continue to encourage the children to recognise the importance of keeping healthy in a variety 

of ways, through diet, physical exercise and hygiene. Please encourage your children to wash their hands 

before eating and after using the toilet at home.  

Trips 

We have lots of great trips planned! You will be informed of these in due course (via Schools Buddy) as 
we are trying to collate the diary in advance to ensure adequate volunteers can support.  It is our duty of 

care to ensure that all Safeguarding and Health and Safety standards are upheld throughout each trip and 

we ask that parents please follow the guidance and instructions of the Trip Leader. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
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This term, we will be exploring mental health and relationships through our PSHE lessons.  

We will be celebrating the festivals Harvest and Christmas. Children will be participating in activities relating 

to these festivals. It is important that children are aware of different faiths as this encourages them to value 

and respect one another’s’ cultures and beliefs.  Immersed in all curriculum areas there is a focus on sharing, 

turn-taking, personal hygiene and independence. 

 

Reminders 

 It is vital that you let the school know if you are unable to collect your child from school.  You 

can do this by speaking to the school office by phone or email to inform us of who will be collecting 

your child.  

 Please ensure that your child brings their book bag to school every day.  

 Please ensure that all items of clothing, including PE Kits, shoes, hats and gloves etc. are clearly 

labelled with your child’s name. 

 Children are welcome to bring in water bottles to keep in school and please ensure that these are 

clearly labelled. 

 Please note that Pokemon cards and other toys from home are not allowed in school. 

 

Kind Regards,  

Ms Cagney and Miss Gardner 


