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     Autumn 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers 

This email will provide you with information about the coming term. Shortly you will be able to find a topic 
map on the school website outlining the topic areas for learning this term.  

English 

Each day the children will participate in a dedicated Phonics session in addition to English lessons. During 
Phonics, the children will continue to develop their understanding of graphemes and phonemes and we will 
continue to support them in preparation for the mandatory Phonics Screening check in June. 

English lessons continue to be linked to a core text and will link closely to the topic. These will provide the 
children with lots of opportunity to develop their comprehension and writing skills. The children will explore 
characters, settings, non-fiction and poetry. They will be encouraged to talk about their opinions of the texts. 
The children will be introduced to our school’s handwriting scheme called ‘Letterjoin’, where they will begin 
to learn how to join up their handwriting. We will be sending log in details to you shortly so that you can help 
support your child at home as well.  

Children will receive reading books each week. When you have read with your child, please sign their reading 
record so that we know a book has been finished. We will be changing these on a Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. This gives two nights for your child to read their book before receiving a new one, meaning one 
reading can be focused on decoding words and the second reading can be focused on comprehension of the 
text. We will also be giving your child a library book on a Thursday.  

Supporting your child’s learning 

Please use these ideas to support your child when reading their books with you at home.   

 Encourage your child to discuss what they have read and seen in books. 

 Encourage to recognise any sight words (red words) or sounds that they know. 

 Ask questions about what has happened/how the character may feel. 

Maths 

Children will be taught Maths through the whole school approach called ‘Maths No Problem’. This offers a 
practical, interactive approach to maths and problem solving. Please see the topic map for the areas of 
Maths we shall be covering.  

Supporting your child’s mathematical learning at home: 

 Number formation 

 Number bonds to 10 

 Addition within 10 and 20 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/uploads/3/8/5/1/38515623/1409327794.png&imgrefurl=http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/&h=76&w=127&tbnid=ZhnlXqUbK0oMFM:&zoom=1&docid=znEwQKtl6Lu87M&ei=wCzSVIy1FO3e7AanyIGIAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CHAQMyhCMEI
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Mathletics homework will be assigned each Monday. 

Humanities and Science 

Please see the topic map for specific areas of learning.  
 
Arts and Design 
 
We will be providing the children with lots of different materials and media to create pieces of art. The children 
will continue to enjoy specialist Music lessons and singing lessons.   
 
Physical Development 

In the first half term, the children will be taking part in weekly outdoor ‘Hit, Catch and Run’ lessons with a 
specialist teacher. In addition to this, they will be learning about gymnastics with their class teachers.   

Children will take part in weekly Yoga lessons each Thursday.  

Please note: 

Linen will go to the Garden on Tuesday afternoons 

Cotton will go to the Garden on Thursday afternoons 

Both classes will have PE on a Monday and Friday 

Yoga will be on a Thursday  

Outdoor play is fundamental to the children’s physical development. We encourage the children to explore 
our outdoor area where they have access to learning opportunities that are not always available in the 
classroom environment.  

We will continue to encourage the children to recognise the importance of keeping healthy in a variety of 
ways – through diet, physical exercise and hygiene. Please encourage your children to wash their hands 
before eating and after using the toilet at home.  

Trips 

We have some lovely events and trips planned! Details of all trips can be found on Schools Buddy.  

19th September – V&A Museum of Childhood – Trip to explore toys from the past and look at how they have 
changed. This links to our topic of ‘Paddington’ where the children will be making their own soft toys and 
discussing different materials used in toy making.  

4th November – V&A – ‘The way we used to dress’ – Introduction to CRAZE week. We will be looking at the 
change in living memory through the clothes that people wear now compared to clothes worn in the past.  

18th November (Linen) and 25th November (Cotton) – Westminster Abbey – We have a guided tour of the 
Abbey followed by talks about the different coronations of British Monarchs.  

21st November (Cotton) and 28th November (Linen) – Royal Mews – We have a guided tour around the Royal 
Mews, with the chance to look at and sketch the different carriages that the Royal family have used. Hopefully 
we will also get to see the horses being trained!  
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Please see below to read our policy about school trips. It contains important information about the procedures 
we follow. 
http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/uploads/3/8/5/1/38515623/educational_visits_policy.pdf 
 

Reminders 

 It is vital that you let the school know if you are unable to collect your child from school.  You can do 
this by speaking to the class teacher, phone or email to inform us of who will be collecting your child.  

 Please ensure that your child brings their reading book inside their book bag to school every day.  

 Please ensure that all items of clothing, including PE Kits and wellies are clearly labelled with your 
child’s name.  

 Please remember that staff are always available before and after school to answer any questions. 

Kind regards,  

Miss Tee and Miss Costelloe 

http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/uploads/3/8/5/1/38515623/educational_visits_policy.pdf

