
The Belham Progression of Skills for RE 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Talk about the lives 

of people around 

them and their roles 

in society 

Understand the past 

through settings, 

characters and events 

encountered in 

books read in class 

and storytelling  

Know some 

similarities and 

differences between 

different religions and 

cultural communities 

in this country, 

drawing on their 

experiences and what 

has been read in class  

Show sensitivity to 

their own and others 

needs  

Recall features of 

religious, spiritual and 

moral stories  

 Recognise and 

name features of 

religions and beliefs.  

 Ask questions 

about believing in 

God  

 Recognise religious 

symbols and images 

and begin to suggest 

what they mean  

 Retell some 

religious stories 

suggesting what it 

might mean.  

 Recognise features 

of religious life and 

practice  

 Identify aspects of 

own experience and 

feelings, in religious 

material studied  

 Identify things they 

find interesting or 

puzzling, in religious 

materials studied  

 Identify what is of 

value and concern to 

themselves, in 

religious material 

studied. 

 Retell religious, 

spiritual and moral 

stories.  

 Identify how 

religion and belief is 

expressed in different 

ways.  

 Identify similarities 

and differences in 

features of religions 

and beliefs.  

 Recognise that 

some questions 

about life are difficult 

to answer.  

 Ask questions 

about their own and 

others’ feelings and 

experiences.  

 Identify possible 

meanings for symbols 

 Retell religious 

stories and identify 

some religious beliefs 

and teachings.  

 Identify some 

religious practices, 

and know that some 

are characteristic of 

more than one 

religion.  

 Suggest meanings in 

religious symbols, 

language and stories. 

 Respond sensitively 

to the experiences 

 Identify the impacts 

of beliefs and 

practices on people’s 

lives.  

 Make connections 

between beliefs, 

stories and practices. 

 Identify similarities 

and differences 

between religions and 

beliefs.  

 Ask significant 

questions about 

religions and beliefs.  

 Describe and 

suggest meanings for 

symbols  

 Describe how 

some features of 

religions studied are 

exemplified in 

festivals and 

practices.  

 Make links between 

religious practices 

and the beliefs or 

ideas that underlie 

them.  

 Compare aspects of 

their own 

experiences and 

those of others, 

identifying what 

influences their lives. 

 Compare their own 

and other people's 

 Describe the 

impact of beliefs and 

practices on 

individuals, groups 

and communities.  

 Comment on 

connections between 

questions, beliefs, 

values and practices. 

 Describe 

similarities and 

differences within and 

between religions and 

beliefs.  

 Suggest answers to 

some questions 

raised by the study of 

religions and beliefs.  

 Describe the key 

beliefs and teachings 

of the religions 

studied, making some 

comparisons 

between religions.  

 Show 

understanding of the 

ways of belonging to 

religions and what 

these involve.  

 Show, using 

technical vocabulary, 

how religious beliefs, 

ideas and feelings can 

be expressed in a 

variety of forms, 

giving meanings for 

Explain connections 

between questions, 

beliefs, values and 

practices in different 

belief systems.  

 Recognise and 

explain the impact of 

beliefs and ultimate 

questions on 

individuals and 

communities.  

 Explain how and 

why differences in 

belief are expressed. 

 Suggest lines of 

enquiry to address 

questions raised by 

the study of religions 

and beliefs.  

 Suggest answers to 

questions raised by 

the study of religions 

and beliefs, using 

relevant evidence.  

 Recognise and 

explain diversity 

within religious 

expression, using 

appropriate concepts. 

 Explain how some 

beliefs and teachings 

are shared by 

different religions and 

how they make a 

difference to the lives 

Use religious and 

philosophical 

terminology and 

concepts to explain 

religions, beliefs and 

value systems.  

 Explain some of the 

challenges offered by 

the variety of 

religions and beliefs 

in the contemporary 

world  

 Explain the impact 

of beliefs and ultimate 

questions on 

individuals and 

communities.  

 Explore the 

meanings of big moral 

concepts  

 Explain the reasons 

for, and effects of, 

diversity within and 

between religions, 

beliefs and cultures.  

 Identify the 

influences on, and 

distinguish between, 

different viewpoints 

within religions and 

beliefs.  

 Interpret the 

significance and 

impact of different 

forms of religious and 

spiritual expression.  



and feelings of 

others, including 

those with a faith.  

 Realise that some 

questions that cause 

people to wonder 

are difficult to 

answer. 

Respond sensitively 

to the values and 

concerns of others, 

including those with a 

faith, in relation to 

matters of right and 

wrong. 

ideas about questions 

that are difficult to 

answer.  

 Make links between 

values and 

commitments, 

including religious 

ones, and their own 

attitudes or 

behaviour. 

some symbols, 

stories and language. 

 Ask questions 

about the significant 

experiences of key 

figures from religions 

studied and suggest 

answers from own 

and others' 

experiences, including 

believers.  

 Ask questions 

about puzzling 

aspects of life and 

experiences and 

suggest answers, 

making reference to 

the teaching of 

religions studied.  

 Ask questions 

about matters of 

right and wrong and 

suggest answers that 

show understanding 

of moral and religious 

issues. 

of individuals and 

communities.  

 Make informed 

responses to 

questions of identity 

and experience in the 

light of their learning. 

Make informed 

responses to people's 

values and 

commitments 

(including religious 

ones) in the light of 

their learning.  

 Consider which 

beliefs and practices 

are significant in their 

own lives 

 Make comparisons 

between the key 

beliefs, teachings and 

practices of the 

Christian faith and 

other faiths studied, 

using a wide range of 

appropriate language 

and vocabulary.  

 Explain in detail the 

significance of 

Christian practices, 

and those of other 

faiths studied, to the 

lives of individuals 

and communities.  

 Compare the 

different ways in 

which people of faith 

communities express 

their faith.  

 Discuss and 

express their views 

on fundamental 

questions of identity, 

meaning, purpose and 

morality related to 

Christianity and 

other faiths.  

 Make informed 

responses to people's 

values and 

commitments 

(including religious 

ones) in the light of 

their learning by 

using different 



techniques to reflect 

deeply 

 

 

 

Vocabulary progression for RE 
Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

believe, special, 

religion, belonging, 

festival, celebration, 

celebrate 

symbol, sacred book, 

miracle, prayer, angel, 

promise, worship, 

artefacts, place of 

worship 

charity, faith, 

geometric, creator, 

precious, Golden 

Rule, mysterious 

salvation, disobey, 

forgiveness, injustice, 

intercession, 

confession,  

general metaphors, 

reflect, peaceful, 

Humanist, humanity, 

values, freedom, 

guidance, awe, 

community, solution, 

conscience 

milestones, 

commitment, 

ceremonies, 

ambition, adventure, 

simile, ritual, fasting, 

significant, impact, 

culture, resurrection, 

crucify, sacrifice, 

gratitude 

impact, justice, 

generosity, moral 

dilemmas,  

theist, agnostic, 

atheist, witness, facts, 

interpretation, proof, 

chance, evolution, Big 

Bang Theory, 

believers, purification, 

charity, ethics, 

pilgrimage 

grief, bereaved, 

liturgies, soul, repent, 

consequences, 

eulogy, architecture, 

perspectives, 

wisdom, 

commitment, 

reconciliation 

 


