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COVID-19: The Belham Health and Safety Risk Assessment 

Please note: this risk assessment should be undertaken in conjunction with the guidance on school reopening issued by the Department for 

Education. 

School name: The Belham Primary School  Assessment conducted by – name: Liz Cohen 

     

Covered by this 
assessment: 

Staff, pupils, contractors, visitors, volunteers, 
vulnerable people 

 Assessment conducted by – job title: Headteacher 

 

Assessment date: 03/05/2022 Review interval:  Ongoing Date of next review: 03/07/2022 

Note:  Risk assessments must be reviewed quarterly, whenever there is a significant change in the activity and following any incident.  Risk assessments must be retained for 

a period of 6 years. 

Government guidance: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-safely-with-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/reducing-the-spread-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19-in-the-workplace 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1068459/_Emergency_planning_and_resp
onse_for_education__childcare__and_children_s_social_care_settings.pdf 
 
 

Risk matrix 

Risk rating 
High (H), Medium (M), Low (L) 

Likelihood of occurrence 

Probable Possible Remote 

Likely 
impact 

Major: Causes major physical injury, harm or ill-health. H H M 

Severe: Causes physical injury or illness requiring first aid. H M L 

Minor: Causes physical or emotional discomfort. M L L  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-safely-with-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/reducing-the-spread-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19-in-the-workplace
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1068459/_Emergency_planning_and_response_for_education__childcare__and_children_s_social_care_settings.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1068459/_Emergency_planning_and_response_for_education__childcare__and_children_s_social_care_settings.pdf
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Area for concern Risk rating 
prior to 
action 
(H/M/L) 

Control measures In place? 
(Yes/No) 

Additional measures / 
comments 

In place? 
(Yes/No) 

Residua
l risk 
rating 

(H/M/L) 

Re-introduction of additional measures 

A higher than previously 
experienced and/or rapidly 
increasing number of staff 
or pupil absences due to 
COVID-19 infection, OR 
evidence of severe disease 
due to COVID-19 e.g. a 
pupil of staff member is 
admitted to hospital, OR a 
cluster of cases where 
there are concerns about 
the health needs of 
vulnerable staff or pupils 
within the affected group 

 

 

• Pupils and staff should not attend school if they have 
symptoms of COVID-19 

• Parents will be asked to share a positive lateral flow (LFD) 
test result with the school. 

• Re-introduction of class bubbles for affected year group. 

• Staff will maintain social distancing from other staff in 
communal areas. 

• Staff should wear face coverings when in communal areas. 

• Additional information will be sent to parents regarding 
recognising the signs of Covid-19. 

• Current government, UKHSA, DfE, Local Authority 
guidance is followed. 

Y 

Measures will only be kept in place 
whilst cases are high. Provisional 
length of time will be 10 days. 

Y  

Putting appropriate measures in place in the workplace to control the spread of COVID-19 

The school’s working 
conditions do not align 
with the government’s 
‘Reducing the spread of 
respiratory infections 
including COVID-19 in the 
workplace’ guidance 

 

• Current government guidance is being applied. 

• Suitable handwashing facilities are provided for individuals 
to wash their hands regularly and upon: arrival at school, 
return from breaks, a change in rooms, before and after 
eating. 

• There is an adequate amount of handwashing stations 
which are kept well-supplied with soap, running water or 
hand sanitiser. 

• Visual aids are displayed around the school reminding 
pupils and adults to wash their hands regularly and follow 
the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 

• Ensure that classrooms and communal areas remain well-
ventilated by keeping windows and non-fire doors open. 

• The school maintains an appropriate cleaning schedule 
which includes the regular cleaning of areas and equipment. 
There is a particular focus on frequently touched surfaces. 

• Adequate amounts of suitable cleaning agents are 
available. 

• PPE is available to staff who require it to carry out cleaning 
safely. 

• Staff vaccination is encouraged and enabled. 

Y 

• More frequent cleaning of rooms 
and shared areas and provision 
for ensuring toilets are cleaned 
regularly. 

• The necessary areas of the 
school are deep cleaned with 
suitable cleaning agents and in 
line with the COSHH Policy.  

• The premises manager will 
ensure that all ventilation 
systems are in working order in 
accordance with the 
manufacturer’s 
recommendations. 

Y  
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Area for concern Risk rating 
prior to 
action 
(H/M/L) 

Control measures In place? 
(Yes/No) 

Additional measures / 
comments 

In place? 
(Yes/No) 

Residua
l risk 
rating 

(H/M/L) 

Testing 

Staff and parents are 
unaware of testing 
expectations 

 

• There is no requirement for staff or pupils to confirm 
symptoms of COVID-19 by taking a test. 

• Staff and parents have been advised of the removal of 
testing requirements. Y 

• The school will ask parents to 
inform the school should their 
child develop symptoms or test 
positive for COVID-19. 

• The school will retain all 
remaining staff LFD test kits for 
use if required in the event of an 
outbreak. 

Y  

Self-isolation 

Children and staff self-
isolate unnecessarily, 
missing valuable learning 
and teaching time 
 
 

 

• Children and staff with symptoms should self-isolate until 
they are feeling well and do not have a temperature. 

• Pupils who have tested positive should self-isolate for a 
minimum of 3 full days. 

• Staff members who have tested positive should self-isolate 
for a minimum of 5 full days. 

• Close contacts do not have to self-isolate. 

• Reminder emails to be sent out to staff and parents with 
updated self-isolation guidance. 
 Y 

• School’s ‘COVID-19 Information 
Hub’ to be updated as and when 
needed. 

• The school office will contact 
parents should children develop 
symptoms at school. Siblings 
who are not displaying symptoms 
can continue to come to school 
as normal. 

• Where a pupil is unable to attend 
the site because they are 
complying with clinical and/or 
public health advice, they are 
offered access to remote 
education. 

 
 

 
 

Y  

Use of PPE 

Lack of / incorrect use of 
PPE, uncertainty of use of 
PPE, or inappropriate 
disposal leading to 
increased risk of infection 

 

• The need for PPE in some circumstances, such as 
providing intimate care, will be subject to a thorough 
individual risk assessment. 

• Adequate supplies of PPE are secured for staff where risk 
assessment identifies wearing of PPE is required.  

• Guidance has been issued to staff around need for and how 
to put on and take off PPE correctly. 

Y 

• PPE (masks, gloves, aprons, 
visors) kept in main office. A 
small supply of PPE (masks, 
gloves, aprons) kept in 
classrooms for emergency 
situations. 

Y  
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Area for concern Risk rating 
prior to 
action 
(H/M/L) 

Control measures In place? 
(Yes/No) 

Additional measures / 
comments 

In place? 
(Yes/No) 

Residua
l risk 
rating 

(H/M/L) 

• Guidance has been issued regarding the correct disposal of 
PPE. 

• Spill kits are available to be used when cleaning visible 
bodily fluids produced by a person with coronavirus 
(COVID-19) to reduce the risk of contamination. 

• Staff are provided with face masks/visors if specifically 
required. Gloves and aprons are made available if required. 
 

• PPE to be used if a member of 
staff is in close contact with a 
child who has symptoms, when 
administering first aid, or 
supporting a younger child with 
toileting. 
 

Staff and pupil health and wellbeing 

Support provided for staff 
and pupils’ mental health 
and wellbeing 

 

 

• The school is able to direct staff to services that offer 
bereavement counselling, advice and support.  

• Staff encouraged to talk with the HT/SLT/HR SBM if they 
have any mental health concerns. 

• Staff are vigilant in discerning pupil mental health and report 
any concerns to the SLT/Inclusion Team. Staff liaise closely 
with parents where there are any concerns. 

• Support is requested from other organisations when 
necessary. 

• Wellbeing/mental health issues are discussed with pupils 
during PSHE/assemblies and at other appropriate 
opportunities. 

• Age-appropriate websites/resources are provided for pupils. 
Staff direct pupils to these resources and are open to 
discussing them. 

 
 
 

Y 

• Clinically vulnerable staff and 
pupils should attend school as 
per government guidance. 

• Staff and pupils with underlying 
health issues have been provided 
with updated guidance and 
discussions have been held with 
them regarding attending 
work/school. 
 Y  

Staff absence 

Staff shortages due to 
absence may compromise 
operational safety  

 

• The health status and availability of every member of staff is 
regularly updated so that deployment can be planned. 

• All SLT/senior staff members are briefed on each other’s 
roles in order to avoid any single point of failure. 

• Sufficient cover/supply staff are available. 

• Roles have been reallocated to cover any critical functions 
where appropriate. Staff have appropriate competences and 
training to fulfil their roles. 

Y 

 

Y  
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Area for concern Risk rating 
prior to 
action 
(H/M/L) 

Control measures In place? 
(Yes/No) 

Additional measures / 
comments 

In place? 
(Yes/No) 

Residua
l risk 
rating 

(H/M/L) 

• Staff have been trained /briefed across disciplines to avoid 
any single points of failure. 

• There are sufficient qualified first aiders to cover the 
numbers of staff and pupils on site. 
 

 

 


