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1. Intent
Our curriculum intent and aims:
Statement of Intent
At the Belham we firmly believe that our role is to educate the future leaders of the world. As
such, we feel that our pupils should be given a broad education that tackles big questions such as
conflict, power and equality. We want our children to have a firm understanding of artistic and
technical skills but more importantly to be able to apply their knowledge and understanding to
problem solve and to create. We want our pupils to be resilient and to understand how to tackle
challenges, be they academic, physical or psychological. Our pupils are given the chance to take
responsibility and to develop their leadership skills. Our children will value the need to fight for
social justice across all levels of society. We believe that teaching children about the importance of
a healthy lifestyle is vital. As such, our children engage in a wide range of physical activities and are
able to prepare healthy home cooked food. In an age where we can’t predict the skills that will be
needed in the future, we feel that by teaching our pupils to be free-thinking, confident and
creative, these are the best ways we can equip them to be the leaders of tomorrow.
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Aims







That all pupils, regardless of ability, are provided with outstanding learning experiences that
lead to consistently outstanding levels of pupil achievement
That a positive, caring attitude, where achievements at all levels are acknowledged and
valued, is prevalent throughout the school
That all pupils, from the earliest opportunity, are encouraged to develop independence,
self-discipline, responsibility and the ability to build resilience
That a shared sense of purpose amongst pupils, staff and parents is fostered from the very
start
That all children and adults are respected, regardless of race, ethnicity, socio-economic
background or ability
That learning should not be constrained to the classroom and that we make use of our
wider community (such as our school garden) as a classroom

2. Legislation and guidance
This policy reflects the requirements for academies to provide a broad and balanced curriculum as
per the Academies Act 2010, and the National Curriculum programmes of study, which the school
has chosen to follow. It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the
Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers
to curriculum-related expectations of governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s
Governance Handbook. It complies with our funding agreement and articles of association. In
addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and development
of children set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework.

3. Roles and responsibilities
3.1 The governing body

The governing board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the headteacher to
account for its implementation.
The governing board will also ensure that:
 A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets
 The school is complying with its funding agreement and teaching a "broad and balanced
curriculum" which includes English, Maths, and Science, and enough teaching time is provided
for pupils to cover the requirements of the funding agreement
 Proper provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with
special educational needs (SEN)
 The school implements the relevant statutory assessment arrangements
 It participates actively in decision-making about the breadth and balance of the curriculum
3.2 Head of School

The Head of School is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that:
 All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to
offer, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the
needs of individual pupils will be met
 The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is
adequate and is reviewed by the governing body
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 They manage requests to withdraw children from curriculum subjects, where appropriate
 The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements
 The governing body is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the breadth
and balance of the curriculum
 The governing body is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed decisions
 Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children
with SEND
3.3 Other staff

Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy.
The Inclusion Manager will oversee the provision provided to children with special educational
needs and disability (SEND).

4. Curriculum Structure & Implementation
We believe that the most effective learning takes place when there is considerable emphasis on
active involvement; the emphasis is on understanding and explaining rather than rote learning, and
the curriculum is designed in a way that new learning progresses and builds in small steps upon
prior learning.
With that in mind, we have designed our curriculum around key themes that run through each
term (individuals of influence, invasion and migration and civilizations) across the school.
Connections across subjects are integral to our curriculum design as they help children develop
and expand their understanding of the world around them. Themes run vertically between year
groups to tie topics together and to allow for comparison. The horizontal key themes allow
children to understand the wider context. Our curriculum structure document can be found on
our website (http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.html).
English: Writing and GPS
Intent
By the end of Year 6, our pupils will be able to form, articulate and communicate their ideas in a
way that is coherent for the reader. They will have a developed, wide knowledge of vocabulary
and be able to write fluently and for purpose, bearing the reader in mind. Through exposure to a
broad range of texts, our pupils will be able to write across genres including non-fiction reports,
creative narratives and poetry. They will also be able to self-correct and upscale their written
prose using key ideas from the core texts studied and the teaching of higher level, tier two and
tier three vocabulary. It is our intention that by the time our pupils enter secondary education in
Year 7 that they can consciously monitor sentence structure in their writing and understand why
writing is constructed in a certain way. In order to prepare them for secondary writing lessons,
their writing stamina will be developed so that their writing delves deeply into the subject matter
and fully demonstrates their ability to write effectively.
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Implementation
In the Early Years, our pupils learn to write from memory sentences dictated by the teacher and
they begin to form short narratives, starting with composing sentences orally. In Key Stage 1 and
Key Stage 2, our pupils have the opportunity to write every day, either within English lessons or in
wider curriculum lessons. They write across a range of genres including letter writing, narratives,
diary entries and non-fiction reports. We teach writing through CLPE (Centre for Literacy in
Primary Education) recommended texts whereby our pupils are exposed to higher level
vocabulary and illustrations which spark creative ideas and rich opportunities for writing. In writing
lessons, they engage in thinking aloud as they collect ideas, collaborative writing, using film and
imagery and whole class discussion to consolidate their understanding. In the older year groups,
our pupils are encouraged to re-draft and assess the effectiveness of their own and other’s writing
by considering intonation and guiding the reader. As well as being embedded within literacy
teaching, explicit vocabulary, spelling, grammar and punctuation features are taught throughout the
academic year. This enables our pupils to communicate effectively in spoken and written English
and ultimately, creates in our children confident, clear and constructive communicators.
Progression of Skills document:
http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.html

Character:
Intent
By the end of their time at The Belham, children will be well rounded and confident. They will
have had explicit exposure to activities that develop their character, in specific activities that
support their development and understanding of:
-the relationship between effort now and pay off towards long term goals
-the importance of a moral standard in interpersonal relationships
-how to develop their social confidence
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Implementation
Our school values (above) support the teaching of character by giving us a child-friendly shared
language with which we can tackle more abstract concepts from Early Years to the top of the
school. We will achieve the above by finding opportunities to unpick and explore explicitly, selfcontrol, coping strategies, internal motivation and self-belief. Our co-curriculum supports this
through our provision of: competitive sports fixtures, sporting clubs and practices, musical
performances, dramatic performances, artistic exhibitions, leadership roles within the school, after
school clubs and charity events.

English: Reading
Intent
By the end of Year 6, our pupils will have developed a love of reading and use this to gain
perspective on their lives and that of others. They will hold the skills required to tackle challenging
texts, many with difficult narrative structures such as an unreliable narrator. Our pupils will be
able to read fluently and with confidence. They will be skilled at using decoding to pronounce
unfamiliar words and demonstrate a speedy recognition of familiar printed words. This is in order
to prepare them not only for secondary English lessons but also the wider world. Our pupils will
have developed secure comprehension skills and knowledge from a wide range of stories, poems
and non-fiction texts. From these, they will be able draw ideas, compare and contrast. It is our
intention that children from Year 2 upwards will have read 9 key texts each year in order to build
a bank of high quality literature in addition to the books they study in class. This is to promote
greater independence and exposure to vocabulary and narrative. The acquisition of ambitious
vocabulary is a school wide focus, which is taught discretely and carefully planned throughout each
year and Key Stage.
Implementation
To teach decoding and comprehension in the Early Years and Year 1 the children participate in
daily, discrete phonics lessons. Here, the children learn to connect sounds with mnemonic
pictures, words with their meanings and stories with the sounds they know using resources from
Read Write Inc. In older year groups, our pupils engage in whole class reading, where through
discussion with the teacher they learn to explain, retrieve, interpret and understand writers’
choices. This will be achieved by using high quality texts in both English and foundation subject
lessons, many of which are recommended by CLPE (Centre for Literacy in Primary Education).
Other activities such as library monitors, book clubs and reading passports raise the profile of
reading. Through the reading passports, our pupils are encouraged to read older texts such as
‘Prince Caspian’, with rich and antiquated language, as well as newer texts such as ‘The Boy at the
Back of the Class’ which highlights current events surrounding immigration and the plight of
refugees.
Progression of Skills document:
http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.html
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Maths:
Intent
By the end of their time at The Belham, pupils will be fluent in the fundamental of mathematics,
developing a conceptual understanding as well as the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly
and accurately. They will be able to reason mathematically by finding relationships and
generalisations. They will be able to justify and prove their reasoning using mathematical language.
Pupils will be able to solve a variety of routine and non-routine problems.
Implementation
At The Belham, pupils are taught using the Math Mastery approach. Each time a concept is
introduced pupils will experience the concrete, pictorial and abstract (CPA). This will occur across
EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. Concepts will be taught in a range of different representations
and structures. Pupils will be allowed the opportunity to problem solve within each lessons so
they can develop their mathematical thinking. Pupils will be exposed to and discuss these problems
using the correct mathematical vocabulary which is consistent across the school. Pupils will have
regular fluency sessions.
Progression of Skills document:
http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.htmlhttps://mathsnoproblem.com/en/programs/primary
-maths-series/

Calculation Guidance:
https://teams.microsoft.com/_#/files/Subject%20Leadership?threadId=19%3A031e9040f8cd4c12b3f8548f23d3b889%40t
hread.skype&ctx=channel&context=Maths%252FThe%2520Belham%2520Calculation%2520Policy

Science:
Intent
By the time the children leave The Belham, pupils will have had the opportunity to develop
scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines of biology,
chemistry and physics. They will also have developed their understanding of the nature, processes
and methods of science through different types of scientific enquiry that help them to answer
scientific questions about the world around them. They will also be equipped with the scientific
knowledge required to understand the uses and implications of science, today and for the future.
Implementation
As a school we are dedicate to increasing our children’s Science Capital, they will do this through
a variety of teaching and learning styles. Our principal aims are that the children will learn,
question and explore topics taught. We will encourage the children to question the world around
them and to begin to work like scientists, understanding of the nature, processes and methods of
science. The children will be taught how to ‘work scientifically’. This might be embedded within
the content of biology, chemistry and physics, focusing on the key features of scientific enquiry, so
that pupils learn to use a variety of approaches to answer relevant scientific questions. These types
of scientific enquiry will include: observing over time; pattern seeking; identifying, classifying and
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grouping; comparative and fair testing (controlled investigations); and researching using secondary
sources. Pupils will seek answers to questions through collecting, analysing and presenting data.
Teaching will be through a mixture of whole-class, group and individual work. The children will
use a wide range of scientific equipment from our ever growing resources. Children from Key
Stage 1 upwards will be taught five units of Science over the course of the year, averaging one
topic block per half term.
Progression of Skills document:
http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.html

History:
Intent
By the end of their time at The Belham children will gain an understanding of how civilisation has
grown, as well as having an understanding of their local history in the context of national and
international events and the wider world. They will be able to research effectively using a range of
resources and multimedia. They will know how to evaluate their sources and the importance of
using a range, recognise bias and objectivity. By the time they reach Year 6, children will have an
understanding of historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence,
similarity, difference and significance.
Implementation
At the Belham a variety of teaching approaches are covered. Each term we have a theme that runs
across the school e.g. Invasion and Migration. These themes allow children to begin to make links
between the areas they have studied across the different year groups. It also helps to develop
their chronologically secure understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear
narratives within and across the periods they study. History teaching in the Foundation Stage is
based on the EYFS for knowledge and understanding of the world. Emphasis is placed on the
development of skills and a historical perspective alongside factual knowledge, learning through
first hand experiences that allow them to begin to develop an awareness of time and the past. In
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, children learn through a variety of different ways: teacher
presentations, role play, drama, storytelling, question and answer sessions, discussions and
debates, individual and group research, investigating artefacts and sources of evidence as well
as practical lessons, fieldwork and visits to museums.
Progression of Skills document:
http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.html

Geography:
Intent
By the end of their time at The Belham, children will know about their local area, and be able to
compare their life in this area with people from other regions in the rest of the world. They will
know how to draw and interpret maps and they will have the skills of research, investigation,
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analysis and problem solving. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human
geography, the children will have an appreciation of life in other cultures and understand the
importance of sustainable development in the future. By the end of Key Stage 2, children will have
developed their locational knowledge, place knowledge and understanding of human and physical
geography. They will also have had regular opportunities to develop their fieldwork skills.
Implementation
At the Belham a variety of teaching approaches are encouraged. Geography teaching in the
Foundation Stage is based on the EYFS for knowledge and understanding of the world. Emphasis is
placed on the development of skills and factual knowledge and learning through first hand
experiences. In Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, children learn through a variety of different
ways: teacher presentations, role play, drama, storytelling, question and answer sessions,
discussions and debates, individual and group research, investigating artefacts and sources of
evidence as well as practical lessons, fieldwork and visits. Across their school journey, the children
will use world maps, atlases and globes as well as compasses and aerial photographs.
Progression of Skills document:
http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.html

RE:
Intent
By the end of their time at The Belham children will have studied all six major religions. They will
have developed knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs, practices and lifestyles. They will
be able to explore deeper questions about themselves, their relationships and their environment.
Children will show that they are committed, fair, respectful, inquisitive and reflective (selfunderstanding). In addition, they will be able to investigate, analyse, interpret, evaluate and apply
information and knowledge, whilst being reflective and empathetic in how they discuss religion and
beliefs.
Implementation
We aim to use a variety of teaching and learning strategies in RE. In the Foundation Stage the
children learn through exploration, play and role plays. Key Stage 1 and 2 children learn through
investigation, discussion, exploration and evaluation through a variety of active learning strategies
such as drama and role play; interpretation of posters, pictures, artefacts; use of ICT, video,
display; and participation in visits to local places of worship and visits by faith leaders in the
community.
Work will be based around six major religions as reflected in society in Great Britain:
Foundation Stage: Festivals and Celebrations,
Key Stage 1: Islam, Christianity and Judaism,
Key Stage 2: Same as Key Stage 1 as well as Buddhism, Hinduism and Sikhism.
Progression of Skills document:
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http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.html

PSHE/RSE:
See separate RSE Policy for details of how we teach Relationships and Sex Education and Health
Education.
Progression of Skills document:
http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.html

Computing:
Intent
By the end of their time at The Belham, pupils will have been taught computer science so that they
are able to design, write and debug computer programs; use sequence, selection, and repetition in
programs; work with variables and various forms of input and output and they will use logical
reasoning to explain how some simple algorithms work. Their learning of digital literacy will enable
them to understand computer networks including the Internet, use search technologies effectively
and be discerning in evaluating digital content. They will have used a variety of software to
accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and
information. Importantly, they will have learned how to use technology safely, respectfully and
responsibly and recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour.
Implementation
Students will have regular explicit computing lessons in addition to completing cross curricular
project work. Lessons will use a variety of software programs and technology.
Progression of Skills document:
http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.html

Art and Design:
Intent
By the end of their time at The Belham, pupils will have developed their critical thinking skills by
studying a broad range of artists and styles. Children will be able to justify their use of line, tone,
pattern, colour, texture, shape, form and space when creating art. Children will have had
experience in creating sculpture, composing and taking photographs and in a range of print making.
They will be outward looking, willing to engage with their community and will have experience of
working directly with local artists and galleries on smaller and large scale projects. They will have a
strong sense that the creative industries are a viable option for future careers.
Implementation
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At The Belham the teaching of art is not limited to a weekly explicit lesson. Children will be
exposed to art during regular Creative Reflection Time sessions, explicit lessons and the strong
cross curricular between art and other subjects. Over the course of their seven years, in their
explicit art lessons, they will develop through a progression of skills in painting, drawing and other
medium, including sculpture, photography and printmaking.
Progression of Skills document:
http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.html

DT
Intent
By the end of their time at The Belham, pupils will have had the opportunity to develop their
design and analysis skills to become innovative, inventive and enterprising citizens. Alongside their
critical thinking skills, pupils will have been able to make choices, test designs, and evaluate their
creations, demonstrating adaptability and creativity. They will have followed design briefs that have
promoted a progression in skills in nutrition, textiles and mechanisms/shelters. They will be able
to identify users of their products and research their market. Having met and worked with
engineers, architects, designers and chefs, pupils will know that design is integral to innovation and
manufacturing. They will see design as a viable choice for their professional careers.
Implementation
Over the course of each year, children will complete a project using food, fabric and one focused
on construction. Children will be provided with explicit lessons focusing on either core knowledge
or core skills based on the progression of skills for each of the subject areas. Children will be
encouraged to use subject specific vocabulary. Projects will focus on the design process with
children applying the knowledge they already have.
Progression of Skills document:
http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.html

Modern Foreign Languages: Spanish
Intent
By the end of their time at The Belham children should be able to formulate simple written
sentences in Spanish, be able to communicate basic knowns and verbs, get directions, order food
and use basic greetings. Children should understand some of the basic grammatical sentence
structures such as noun adjective rather than adjective then noun (this will be linked where
possible to GPS teaching).
Implementation
We ensure that teaching is fun and engaging with an emphasis on spoken language skills, music,
movement and role-play. We use a variety of rich resources including Language Angels and other
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online curriculum schemes. Every class has a weekly timetabled Spanish session. Children in KS2
upwards are asked to write more regularly in sessions whilst children further down the school will
write in Spanish less regularly.
Progression of Skills document:
http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.html

Music:
Intent
The National Curriculum states that “Music should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of
music”. That music uses a universal language is to all of our advantage and so, as a diverse school,
we can use it express ourselves, our feelings and our understanding in many ways and to the
benefit of the whole community. As pupils progress through the school, they must develop their
critical engagement with music by listening to a wide variety of styles of music, composing and
performing to small and larger groups. They will also learn to notate their compositions, firstly,
using any visual notation and, ultimately using conventional musical notation.

Implementation
Singing lies at the heart of music making at The Belham Primary School. All children take part in a
year group singing lesson once a week and join together to celebrate their learning with the whole
school once a week. They also have a weekly music lesson in which they will learn and practise all
the necessary skills to become a discerning listener, composer and performer with a variety of
tuned and un-tuned percussion as well as their voices. In Year 2, all children will learnt the descant
recorder and in Year 5, all children will take an active role in a small ensemble on the recorder or
a range of other percussion instruments.
All children from Year 3 up have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument with a member of
our peripatetic staff. These instruments are supplied by the school and loaned to the children, free
of charge, for their life at the school. Lessons are given in small groups of between two and four
children during the school day. Fees may be subsidised as part of our commitment to offer
instrumental lessons to all children regardless of their family’s ability to pay. Opportunities to
perform in concerts and assemblies may be taken up if children show great progress through
enthusiasm, hard work and regular practice.
Progression of Skills document:
http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.html

PE:
Intent
By the end of their time at The Belham, pupils will be able to explain the rules and play a variety of
different sports. They will have a bank of transferable skills related to areas such as ball control
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and balance and movement. They will be able to discuss tactics and communicate effectively both
before games and on the pitch. Pupils will understand the importance of fair play and the need to
demonstrate good sportsmanship both on and off the pitch.
Implementation
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in PE lessons. Our principal aim is to develop the
children’s knowledge, skills and understanding, and we do this through a mixture of whole-class
teaching and individual or group activities. Teachers draw attention to good examples of individual
performance as models for the other children, and we encourage the children to evaluate their
own work as well as the work of other children. Within lessons we give the children the
opportunity both to collaborate and to compete with each other, and they have the opportunity
to use a wide range of equipment. Children from Key Stage 1 upwards benefit from two hours per
week of timetabled lessons in addition to a block of yoga sessions per year and other ad hoc
sessions.
Competition:
A balance of individual, paired and group activities both collaborative and competitive will cater for
the preferences, strengths and needs of every pupil. We will teach children how to deal with the
emotions of success, failure and frustration. Our competitive sports provision aims to ensure all
students understand the value of being a good sports person. We aim to allow as many children as
wish a chance to represent the school in a competitive fixture.
Progression of Skills document:
http://www.thebelhamprimaryschool.org.uk/curriculum.html
**See our EYFS policy for information on how our early year’s curriculum is delivered **

5. Impact Monitoring
Class teachers will ensure that the children in their class have covered the relevant skills from
each subject’s progression of skills document.
Subject leaders complete subject ‘curriculum health checks’ at varying points over a one or twoyear cycle which are presented to the governing body. These allow not only for reflection against
their subject actions but also allow the governing body to act as a critical friend. Subject leaders
will also monitor the coverage of skills across each year group.
Subject leaders and senior leaders monitor the way subjects are being taught throughout the
school in a variety of ways. See our Appraisal, Monitoring Moderation Cycle document for further
details.
Governors monitor whether the school is complying with its funding agreement and teaching a
“broad and balanced curriculum” which includes the required subjects, through:
-School visits
-Pupil voice sessions
-Curriculum meetings
-Subject ‘Curriculum Health Checks’
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